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The Carving and History of Mount Rushmore
Bring Mount 
Rushmore National 
Memorial into Your 
Classroom.

This program offers 
extensive and exciting 
ways to bring Mount 
Rushmore National 
Memorial to your 
classroom. You will be 
able to teach students the 
meaning and significance 
of Mount Rushmore using 
participation, and hands-
on learning techniques.

Curriculum Guide 
Available For 
Grades 1-5 

Units Include:

• Art
Mount Rushmore is viewed along with other 
works of art to find meaning behind Gutzon 
Borglum’s sculpture. 

• History
Mount Rushmore represents freedom and 
democracy. This lesson identifies conflicts in 
history and how they were resolved.

•   Teamwork and Communication 
Students will learn how important teamwork 
and communication were in the carving of 
Mount Rushmore.  

• Master Measuring
Measuring and scaling were important  skills for 
the workers. Students will understand how they 
measured and scaled from the design model to 
size the mountain sculpture.

•  Stories And Story Telling 
Through storytelling, Mount Rushmore stays 
fresh in the minds of present and future 
generations. This unit focuses on accurately 
recording events in our history. 

•   Geology
The geological changes at Mount Rushmore are 
numerous. Students will become familiar with 
processes of rock  formation and erosion. 

•   Video Also Available “Mount 
Rushmore, The Shrine.” Produced by 
Earthrise Entertainment. Copyright 
1986, Mount Rushmore Society 

•   Curriculum Guide must be returned 
within 4-6 weeks. Copies may be made 
for your files.

To receive a copy,
Please Call Or Write:

Mount Rushmore National Memorial
Rhonda Schier, Education Specialist
13000 Hwy 244, Bldg 31, Suite 1
Keystone, SD 57751
Phone: (605) 574-3134
Fax: (605) 574-2307
E-mail: rhonda_schier@nps.gov
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